For God so loved
the world...
shouldn’t we?

Sign up to do research for the country of your choice.

The sign up book can be found in the Narthex on the
table with the globe .

Praying for the World
One Country at Time

Belize
May 1st, 2011




Belize
Full Name
Belize

Capital

Belmopan

Location

Belize is bordered to the north by Mexico, south and west by
Guatemala, and to the east by the Caribbean Sea.
Leadership

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth Il is the constitutional Head of
State. She is represented in Belize by a Governor-General, who
must be a Belizean.

Overview

The Maya are thought to have been in Belize and the Yucatan region since the
second millennium BC; however, much of Belize's original Maya population was
wiped out by disease and conflicts between tribes and with Europeans. Three
Maya groups now inhabit the country: The Yucatec (who came from Yucatén,
Mexico to escape the Caste War of the 1840s), the Mopan (indigenous to Belize
but were forced out by the British; they returned from Guatemala to evade slavery
in the 19th century), and Kekchi (also fled from slavery in Guatemala in the 19th
century). The later groups are chiefly found in the Toledo District. It is reported
that 40% of the land of Belize is in archaeological easements of Mayan ruins.
White, initially Spanish conquistadors explored and declared the land a Spanish
colony but chose not to settle due to the lack of resources such as gold and the
strong defense of the Yucatan by the Maya. Later English and Scottish settlers
and pirates known as the "Baymen" entered the area in the 16th and 17th century
respectively and established a logwood trade colony in what would become the
Belize District. Around the 1840s, Mestizo, Spanish, and Yucatec settlers from
Mexico began to settle in the north due to the Caste War of Yucatan. Currently,
the Mestizos are the largest ethnic group in Belize, making up 34% of the popula-
tion in 2000, and Spanish make up 15%. They predominate in the Corozal, Or-
ange Walk, and much of the C around the 1840s, Mestizo, Spanish, and Yucatec
settlers from Mexico began to settle in the north due to the Caste War of Yucatan.
Currently, the Mestizos are the largest ethnic group in Belize, making up 34% of
the population in 2000, and Spanish make up 15%. They predominate in the
Corozal, Orange Walk, and much of the Cayo district, as well as San Pedro town
in Ambergris Caye. Around the 1840s, Mestizo, Spanish, and Yucatec settlers
from Mexico began to settle in the north due to the Caste War of Yucatan. Cur-
rently, the Mestizos are the largest ethnic group in Belize, making up 34% of the
population in 2000, and Spanish make up 15%. They predominate in the Corozal,
Orange Walk, and much of the Cayo district, as well as San Pedro town in Amber-
gris Caye.The Mestizo towns of Belize have much more in common with neigh-
boring Yucatan and most of Guatemala and Central America than central, south-
ern or coastal Belize. Towns center on a main square, and social life focuses on
the Catholic Church built on one side of it. Most Mestizos and Spanish speak
Spanish, English and Kriol fluently
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Religious freedom is guaranteed in Belize. Nearly 80% of the inhabitants
are Christian, with 49.6% of Belizeans being Roman Catholics and 29%
Protestants. Foreign Catholics frequently visit the country for special gospel
revivals. The Greek Orthodox Church has a presence in Santa Elena. Jeho-
vah's Witnesses have experienced a significant increase in membership in
recent years. According to the Witnesses, around 3% of the population .
revivals. The Greek Orthodox Church has a presence in Santa Elena. Jeho-
vah's Witnesses have experienced a significant increase in membership in
recent years. According to the Witnesses, around 3% of the population at-
tended at least one religious meeting in 2007. The Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints claims 3,300 members in the country. Non-Christian
minorities include: Hinduism, followed by most Indian immigrants, and Is-
lam, common among Middle Eastern immigrants and has gained a following

among some Kriols.

Economy

Belize has the second largest coral reef in the world, has magnificent diving
and snorkeling sites, has extensive cave systems, has abundant Mayan

ruins, Jaguar preserves, and rain forest areas which have all made it a des-
tination for eco-tourists. It also has agricultural areas with sugar cane fields

and livestock grazing areas.

Prayer Concerns

A critical domestic issue is crime caused by a very high birth rate
and a lack of employment opportunities. This has also caused an
exodus of people to the United States and to the United Kingdom.




