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China 

Full Name 
China 

Capital   
Beijing 

Location 
Eastern Asia, bordering the East China Sea, Korea Bay, Yellow Sea, and South China Sea, 
between North Korea and Vietnam  

Leadership 
Chief of state: President HU Jintao (since 15 March 2003); Vice President XI Jinping (since 
15 March 2008).President and vice president elected by National People's Congress for a five
-year term (eligible for a second term); elections last held on 15-17 March 2008 (next to be 
held in mid-March 2013  

Overview 
For centuries China stood as a leading civilization, outpacing the rest of the world in the arts 
and sciences, but in the 19th and early 20th centuries, the country was beset by civil unrest, 
major famines, military defeats, and foreign occupation. After World War II, the Communists 
under MAO Zedong established an autocratic socialist system that, while ensuring China's 
sovereignty, imposed strict controls over everyday life and cost the lives of tens of millions of 
people. After 1978, MAO's successor DENG Xiaoping and other leaders focused on market-
oriented economic development and by 2000 output had quadrupled. For much of the popula-
tion, living standards have improved dramatically and the room for personal choice has ex-
panded, yet political controls remain tight. China since the early 1990s has increased its global 
outreach and participation in international organizations. 

Population 
1,336,718,015 (July 2011 est.) 

Religion 
Daoist (Taoist), Buddhist, Christian 3%-4%, Muslim 1%-2% 

Prayer Concerns 
China is a source, transit, and destination country for men, women, and children trafficked for 
the purposes of sexual exploitation and forced labor.  
Drug trafficking, poverty, corruption and crime are major concern in China.  

Economy 
Since the late 1970s China has moved from a closed, centrally planned system to a more 
market-oriented one that plays a major global role - in 2010 China became the world's largest 
exporter. Reforms began with the phasing out of collectivized agriculture, and expanded to 
include the gradual liberalization of prices, fiscal decentralization, increased autonomy for 
state enterprises, creation of a diversified banking system, development of stock markets, 
rapid growth of the private sector, and opening to foreign trade and investment. China has 
implemented reforms in a gradualist fashion. In recent years, China has renewed its support 
for state-owned enterprises in sectors it considers important to "economic security," explicitly 
looking to foster globally competitive national champions. After keeping its currency tightly 
linked to the US dollar for years, in July 2005 China revalued its currency by 2.1% against the 
US dollar and moved to an exchange rate system that references a basket of currencies.In 
2009, the global economic downturn reduced foreign demand for Chinese exports for the first 
time in many years, but China rebounded quickly, outperforming all other major economies in 
2010 with GDP growth around 10%. The economy appears set to remain on a strong growth 
trajectory in 2011, lending credibility to the stimulus policies the regime rolled out during the 
global financial crisis. 


