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Cameroon 
Full Name 
Republic of Cameroon  

Capital   
 YAOUNDE  

Location 
Western Africa, bordering the Bight of Biafra, between Equatorial Guinea 
and Nigeria 

Leadership 
President Paul BIYA (since 6 November 1982)  

Overview 
French Cameroon became independent in 1960 as the Republic of Came-
roon. The following year the southern portion of neighboring British Cameroon 
voted to merge with the new country to form the Federal Republic of Came-
roon. In 1972, a new constitution replaced the federation with a unitary state, 
the United Republic of Cameroon. The country has generally enjoyed stability, 
which has permitted the development of agriculture, roads, and railways, as 
well as a petroleum industry. Despite slow movement toward democratic re-
form, political power remains firmly in the hands of President Paul BIYA. 

Population 
19,711,291 (July 2011 est.)  

Religion 
indigenous beliefs 40%, Christian 40%, Muslim 20%  

Prayer Concerns 
Cameroon is a source, transit, and destination country for women and children traf-
ficked for the purposes of forced labor and commercial sexual exploitation; most vic-
tims are children trafficked within country, with girls primarily trafficked for domestic 
servitude and sexual exploitation; both boys and girls are also trafficked within Came-
roon for forced labor in sweatshops, bars, restaurants, street vending, mining, and on 
tea and cocoa plantations; children are trafficked into Cameroon from neighboring 
states for forced labor in agriculture, fishing, street vending, and spare-parts shops; 
Nigerian and Beninese children transiting Cameroon to Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, or 
adjacent countries often fall victim to traffickers; it is a source country for women 
transported by sex-trafficking rings to Europe; Cameroonian trafficking victims were 
reported in the United Kingdom, Germany, Spain, Cyprus, Norway, and Senegal  

Economy 
Because of its modest oil resources 
and favorable agricultural conditions, Cameroon has one of the best-endowed prima-
ry commodity economies in sub-Saharan Africa. Still, it faces many of the serious 
problems confronting other underdeveloped countries, such as stagnant per capita 
income, a relatively inequitable distribution of income, a top-heavy civil service, en-
demic corruption, and a generally unfavorable climate for business enterprise. Since 
1990, the government has embarked on various IMF and World Bank programs de-
signed to spur business investment, increase efficiency in agriculture, improve trade, 
and recapitalize the nation's banks. The IMF is pressing for more reforms, including 
increased budget transparency, privatization, and poverty reduction programs. Weak 
prices for oil led to the significant slowdown in growth in 2010. The government is 
under pressure to reduce its budget deficit, which by the government's own forecast 
will hit 2.8% of GDP, but the presidential election in 2011 may make fiscal austerity 
difficult.  


