For God so loved
the world...
shouldn’t we?

Sign up to do research for the country of your choice.

The sign up book can be found in the Narthex on the
table with the globe .

Praying for the World
One Country at Time

Central African Republic
August 14, 2011




Cape Verde

Full Name
Central African Republic

Capital
BANGUI

Location
Central Africa, north of Democratic Republic of the Congo

Leadership
President Francois BOZIZE (since 15 March 2003 coup)

Overview
The former French colony of Ubangi-Shari became the Central African

Republic upon independence in 1960. After three tumultuous decades of
misrule - mostly by military governments - civilian rule was established
in 1993 and lasted for one decade. President Ange-Felix PATASSE's
civilian government was plagued by unrest, and in March 2003 he was
deposed in a military coup led by General Francois BOZIZE, who estab-
lished a transitional government. Though the government has the tacit
support of civil society groups and the main parties, a wide field of can-
didates contested the municipal, legislative, and presidential elections
held in March and May of 2005 in which General BOZIZE was affirmed
as president. The government still does not fully control the countryside,
where pockets of lawlessness persist. Unrest in the neighboring nations
of Chad, Sudan, and the DRC continues to affect stability in the Central
African Republic as well.

Population
4,950,027 (July 2011 est.)

Religion
indigenous beliefs 35%, Protestant 25%, Roman Catholic 25%, Muslim
15%
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Econom

Subsistence agriculture, together with forestry, remains the backbone of
the economy of the Central African Republic (CAR), with about 60% of
the population living in outlying areas. The agricultural sector generates
more than half of GDP. Timber has accounted for about 16% of export
earnings and the diamond industry, for 40%. Important constraints to
economic development include the CAR's landlocked position, a poor
transportation system, a largely unskilled work force, and a legacy of
misdirected macroeconomic policies. Factional fighting between the
government and its opponents remains a drag on economic revitaliza-
tion. Distribution of income is extraordinarily unequal. Grants from
France and the international community can only partially meet humani-
tarian needs.

Prayer Concerns

Central African Republic is a source, transit, and destination country for
men, women, and children trafficked for the purposes of forced labor
and sexual exploitation; the majority of victims are children trafficked
within the country for sexual exploitation, domestic servitude, street
vending, and forced agricultural, mine, market and restaurant labor; to a
lesser extent, children are trafficked from the Central African Republic
to Cameroon, Nigeria, Chad, Republic of the Congo, Sudan, and the
Democratic Republic of Congo; rebels continue to abduct and exploit
enslaved Sudanese, Congolese, Central African, and Ugandan children
for use as cooks, porters, concubines, and combatants




