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BANGLADESH 
Full Name 
 People's Republic of Bangladesh  
Capital   
Dhaka  

Location 
Southern Asia, bordering the Bay of Bengal, between Burma 
and India 

Leadership 
 President Zillur RAHMAN (since 12 February 2009)  

Overview 
Europeans began to set up trading posts in the area of Bangla-
desh in the 16th century; eventually the British came to dominate 
the region and it became part of British India. In 1947, West Pa-
kistan and East Bengal (both primarily Muslim) separated from 
India (largely Hindu) and jointly became the new country of Paki-
stan. East Bengal became East Pakistan in 1955, but the awk-
ward arrangement of a two-part country with its territorial units 
separated by 1,600 km left the Bengalis marginalized and dissat-
isfied. East Pakistan seceded from its union with West Pakistan 
in 1971 and was renamed Bangladesh. A military-backed, emer-
gency caretaker regime suspended parliamentary elections 
planned for January 2007 in an effort to reform the political sys-
tem and root out corruption. In contrast to the strikes and violent 
street rallies that had marked Bangladeshi politics in previous 
years, the parliamentary elections finally held in late December 
2008 were mostly peaceful and Sheikh HASINA Wajed was 
elected prime minister. About a third of this extremely poor coun-
try floods annually during the monsoon rainy season, hampering 
economic development.  

Population 
158,570,535   

Religion  
Muslim 89.5%, Hindu 9.6%, other 0.9% (2004)  

Prayer Concerns 
Bangladesh is a source and transit country for men, 
women, and children trafficked for the purposes of 
forced labor and commercial sexual exploitation; a sig-
nificant share of Bangladesh's trafficking victims are 
men recruited for work overseas with fraudulent em-
ployment offers who are subsequently exploited under 
conditions of forced labor or debt bondage; children 
are trafficked within Bangladesh for commercial sexual 
exploitation, bonded labor, and forced labor; women 
and children from Bangladesh are also trafficked to In-
dia and Pakistan for sexual exploitation  

Economy 
The economy has grown 5-
6% per year since 1996 de-
spite political instability, 
poor infrastructure, corrup-
tion, insufficient power sup-
plies, and slow implementation of economic reforms. Bangla-
desh remains a poor, overpopulated, and inefficiently-governed 
nation. Although more than half of GDP is generated through 
the service sector, 45% of Bangladeshis are employed in the 
agriculture sector, with rice as the single-most-important prod-
uct. Bangladesh's growth was resilient during the 2008-09 
global financial crisis and recession. Garment exports, totaling 
$12.3 billion in FY09 and remittances from overseas Bangla-
deshis totaling $11 billion in FY10 accounted for almost 25% of 
GDP.  


